
w S FAR AS West Vir- 
A einia of 1861 was con¬ 
cerned — Central Robert E. 
Lee "should have stood 
home." 


This month is Virginia 
Heritage Month, and Old 
Dominion observances begin 
with the 150 th anniversary 
of the birth of Robert E. 
Lee. Some of this fervor is 
leaking into the Mountain 

£e*tc. 


Tfce Allegheny foothills were 
Lee's V.y.rvK. remir.irceni cf 
Xjpdeoc’s dr feat ar.d disaster it 
the pr.rre of Ms career. But it 
Ico.ih: the rreyir.g Southern 
ewrjT^-<>r a first-hand look it 
a war feat wax to bnn? both 
dxi.ir ar.d triumph to his sur- 
C.-t7d rare--. 


FL-.t. * exploded (he myth that 
"* rsrr can lick ten 

TisW' ' Here Lee saw his own 
aa-t-r; icr .c irC rrtnw arainxt 
erVr: to chary* He learned that 
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who rerused-or were reluctant— 
to obey official orders. 

And General Lee got in m- 

oi«M tnlo l»io ci.liK'-- /.f the rm.nn- 

tain men who made up a large 
pnrt of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. It is probably that such 
rough schooling In West Virginia 
gave Lee the experience that was 
to make him cne of the most 
understanding and capable offi¬ 
cers who hive ever sirooe u.*s 
continent 

• • • 

GEN'. ROBERT E. LEE came 
U West Virginia from SlounU-n, 
Va . having ridden the railroad 

Ui.il fat WDIll ll*C .IIWUlllOUU 

where he had been sect to stop 
the tide of Northern invasion. Lee 
looked forward to the venture be¬ 
cause his own son. Major Kooncy 
Lee. was stationed here. Brig. 
Ccn. R. S. Carnett had been sent 
to hold the Northerner* from f ir. 
ther advances, and Lee heard the 
new* that the rebel armi*« in the 
hills were retreating—that they had 
abandoned C.alton, opening the 
route to conquest of mat entre 
•rca by the Yenkrrs. 

Lee first arrived in Hunters- 
vine. 1 -ocam.nias county, wnrre 
h* Inspected a temporary ho.-pi- 
ui foil of smallpox and measles 
victims. The roads were poor, 
and many of the people were 
hostile Vi the Confederates—not 
from particular Northern sympa- 
(hie*—k>ii b— >uk %( native Anglo. 
Sa.xon i u'pi cion of any stranger. 
They the people »i„, hod 

dropped off ih e first wigon*. and 
e.|.p,r,ng p- L- wren inis Coun- 
l/y an fettled Ther* were frw 
"•••'* "err. and moil of »e pro- 
P* »ek*d a bung from ail-11 


THE FT.I>ERALS held Cheat 
Mountain, sprawling their troops 
along the sides of the Greenbrier 
IU’%,1. Q< n. W. W. taring, u» 
command at Huntersville, was 
stalling aril reluctant to make an 
attack as tlx: enemy kept build¬ 
ing stronger fortifications. Lcr- 
ing’s timidity was losing the cam¬ 
paign <il tills puiul. Lee uUcily 
failed in an attempt to urge the 
timid general into action, and he 
went on to Valley Mountain lyir- 
ing had shown no inclination to 
obey Iy*. although was his su¬ 
perior. It was Lee’s first ex¬ 
po, lor..® «<iO» m dit«.I>vilicnl g*o 

eral officer. He was learning. 

The rains were making war 
mere terrible here in the hills. 
Soldiers wrote home that the mud 
was so deep that mules ’’sank 
up to their ears" along the 
crcoked dirt roads. 

A few days Jater Lee had map¬ 
ped out a plan to lake Cheat 
Mountain. “A battle must come 
off. ar.d I am anxivu.s to L-,;m 
ft." he wrote home. Col. Albert 
Ruxt of Arkansas had a^keu that 
he be allowed to lead the column 
wnicn was first to attack the hint*. 
coets. Hie plan was to take Cheat 
Mounf.ua and clear Tygart’s Val¬ 
ley. For seme strar.ye ri.iv>n. 
Rust completely froze when his 
order rarr.e. ar.d he refused lo 
make the attack he hod inxisted 
»« h.» pr>..U k v. Tilts ilircw tn« 
entire plan out of order. All the 
•thcr officrri were tulles and d^. 
nant of lye's orders to r^t into 
the fight—ar.d the battle plan 
completely flubbed as u •.■»• b«vrn. 
Le* might as well have h-.n a 

drummer Kn* ,!| IX- .uu-ni/ 

*• eoour.^oed Uat gay. 
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